May 7, 2002

Recently, Mr. Speaker, Nevadans
have become aware of some very dis-
turbing information about these DOE
claims. In its final environmental im-
pact statement, the DOE evaluated the
handling, transporting and disposition
of spent nuclear fuel and high level ra-
dioactive waste to Yucca Mountain.

Although 131 sites across this coun-
try contain this nuclear waste and al-
though the waste at these sites require
individual attention due to radioac-
tivity dangers, the Department of En-
ergy has entirely neglected to evaluate
the effect of waste transportation of at
least 54 different sites. Mr. Speaker,
this negligence is simply unacceptable.

In considering the dangers of hauling
nuclear waste across the country,
through our neighborhoods, near our
schools and parks, it is obvious that
the DOE should have investigated
these important facilities. Most of
these facilities are research reactor
sites at major universities and signifi-
cant commercial research and fuel fab-
rication plants. Shipping the high level
radioactive waste from these facilities
is a hazardous undertaking that cannot
be ignored, and the DOE has done so.

Similar movement of research reac-
tive fuel has been explored in the past.
In just one instance, after a mandatory
preparation of an extensive report, sev-
eral years of analysis, and two arduous
legal challenges, a shipment of foreign
research reactor fuel was transported
to North Carolina.

The question is, shall Americans
stand by and wait for a mistake in
shipping this hazardous research reac-
tor fuel or will we demand that the
DOE take into account these 54 sites
before it presents our government with
a proper environmental analysis?

Clearly, the Department of Energy
has altogether ignored a vast and crit-
ical component of its Yucca Mountain
project.

Mr. Speaker, Americans should be
outraged at this negligence, and again,
I ask that we take a closer look at the
reports handed over to us by the DOE.

Finding a solution to our Nation’s
nuclear waste problem should be a
process of justice, sound science and in-
tegrity, not one of carelessness and po-
litical expediency.

Mr. Speaker, the Yucca Mountain
project is not an equitable solution. It
is not a trustworthy solution or a suit-
able solution to our nuclear waste
problem.

I urge all my colleagues to make a
responsible decision on this potentially
devastating resolution tomorrow. Vote
no on the Yucca Mountain project.
Vote no tomorrow on House Joint Res-
olution 87.

————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12 of rule I, the Chair de-
clares the House in recess until 2 p.m.
today.

Accordingly (at 1 o’clock and 3 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
until 2 p.m. today.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. CULBERSON) at 2 p.m.

————

PRAYER

The Reverend Emmett J. Gavin,
Prior, Whitefriars Hall, Washington,
D.C., offered the following prayer:

Gracious and loving God, as the
world around is blossoming with new
life, grant the fullness of life, hope and
prosperity to all Your children
throughout this troubled world. As we
gather here at the seat of government
of this great and blessed Nation, we are
all too mindful that our world is
gripped with conflict and division. We
pray for peace and an end to hatred and
discord in all corners of our world. Let
all Your children come to know, accept
and celebrate that You are a God of in-
clusion and compassion and accept-
ance. And knowing and rejoicing in
that blessed assurance, let all peoples
join together in a sacred commitment
to peace and unity throughout our
world.

We particularly pray this day for a
decisive and definitive end to terrorism
in all its hateful forms throughout the
length and breadth of the family of na-
tions. Transfer all Your people into
agents of reconciliation and healing
and help us to have the courage to use
the great blessings we enjoy as a Na-
tion to be the leaders in bringing about
a more just and equitable world.

In this month of May, when we will,
as a Nation, remember with gratitude
and pride the men and women of our
Armed Forces who have laid down their
lives in defense of freedom, we pray in
a special way for the safety of our mili-
tary personnel throughout the world
who are striving to bring an end to ter-
rorism and injustice. We beseech You
Almighty and loving God to bring them
all home safely.

We thank and bless You, Lord, con-
fident that You will hear and answer
our prayers. Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. FROST)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. FROST led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.
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PRIVATE CALENDAR

The SPEAKER pro tempore. This is
the day for the call of the Private Cal-
endar. The Clerk will call the bill on
the Private Calendar.

————

NANCY B. WILSON

The Clerk called the bill (H.R. 392)
for the relief of Nancy B. Wilson.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
the bill be passed over without preju-
dice.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from South Carolina?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. This
concludes the call of the Private Cal-
endar.

————

RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF
COMMITTEE ON RULES

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion as a member of the Committee on
Rules:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, May 7, 2002.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House,
Washington, DC.
DEAR MR. SPEAKER: I hereby resign from
the House Committee on Rules.
Sincerely,
TONY P. HALL,
Member of Congress.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the resignation is accepted.

There was no objection.

——————

RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF
COMMITTEE ON RESOURCES

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion as a member of the Committee on
Resources:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, May 7, 2002.
Hon. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House, U.S. Capitol Building,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.
DEAR MR. SPEAKER: I hereby resign from
the House Committee on Resources.
Sincerely,
JAMES P. MCGOVERN,
Member of Congress.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the resignation is accepted.

There was no objection.

————

RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF
COMMITTEE ON TRANSPOR-
TATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion as a member of the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure:
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